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work the lleforms and prepared accordingly. Its chief opponents
then boycotted the Council and individual Independents were
elected mainly on personal grounds. Since the advent of the
Swarajya Party as a separate unit and particularly since its policy
of Council entry was accepted by the Congress it has made great
advances, aCnd the 1926 elections showed it as superior in efficient
organization and in enthusiasm. The general method of keep-
ing in touch with the constituencies is by the frequent conferences
which both the main parties hold at important- centres in the
Presidency. The Congress Party has besides its permanent com-
mittees for each group of districts (i.e., Tamil, Telugu, Elanarese,
etc.), and for each district, frequently too in taluks and even
villages. This organization existed, it is true, before the Reforms,
but the Swarajya Party has breathed new life into it and has
made most efficient use of it for reaching the elector. Individual
members of the Council are taking more .to' speech-making in
their constituencies and many questions put in Council and peti-
tions received by Government show an origin beyond the indi-
vidual member who puts or forwards them. In some important
matters that have come before the Council, such as the imposi-
tion of additional police in parts of Anantapur and the Malabar
Tenancy Bill, a similar close connection between interests or
individuals concerned and the local representatives in the Council
could be traced.
10. The real cleavage of political opinion has been described
above in paragraph 8. The earlier Brahman-nqn-Brahman sepa-
ration was not only sectarian: it answered in part to a contra
and pro-dyarchy severance. The superior organization of the
Congress has however as noted above led many non-Brahmans- to
pin that body. At present therefore the divisions in the Council
follow * All-India f lines: opinion dresses itself by decisions of
such bodies as the All-India Congress Committee and moves in
ihe local Council in accordance with the policy embodied in these
decisions. It follows that the divisions of the Council parties
now run counter to communal lines of cleavage. The Muslim
element in the Madras Council is comparatively small and so far
has fallen in with the wider national movements; whether it will
erect itself into a definite Muhauimadan block cannot be foretold
at present. Certainly Hindu-Muslim as a line of division finds no
place as yet in the Madras Council.
The strongest party in the Council is now the Congress or
Swarajya group. In 1926 the Provincial Congresses of the two
main divisions of the Presidency, Tamil and Telugu, both passed
resolutions advocating complete independence for India outside
the Empire; the resolution in the second case was carried by a
huge majority, in the first, without a dissentient. A recent meet-
ing of the Telugu body has reaffirmed this pronouncement; It
cannot bo said that these extreme pronouncements represent
as yet the considered policy of the party or of the great majority
of those wto though not professed Swarajists are yet Congress in